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Preface

This guidance expands upon the Education (Curriculum Minimum Content)
Order (2007 No. 46) by setting out the minimum requirements of the Northern
Ireland Curriculum that should be taught at Key Stage 3, with examples, and
supplements it by providing a detailed rationale to guide its interpretation.

It represents the final approved outcomes of a series of proposals and
consultations' which informed revisions to the Northern Ireland Curriculum
(2006)2. As a result of these each school now has additional flexibility to make
decisions about how best to interpret and combine minimum requirements so as
to provide a broad and balanced curriculum that will prepare each young person
for a rapidly changing world.

Purpose of this Guidance Further Guidance

The purpose of this guidance is to provide Statutory requirements for assessment and

the basis upon which individual post-primary reporting at Key Stage 3 on the cross-curricular
schools will plan provision that meets the needs skills with reference to levels of progression will
of all the young people in their care. It seeks come into effect in school year 2009/2010.

to clarify the overall intentions of the Northern Further guidance outlining the statutory

Ireland Curriculum which are summarized in requirements for assessing and reporting

the ‘big picture’ (see overleaf). Its intention is to will be provided well in advance of such

help users better understand: requirements coming into place.

e the values-base upon which the Northern
Ireland Curriculum is predicated; Acknow[edgements

* how each of the component parts knit
together; and

* how the curriculum should form a coherent
and holistic ‘big picture’ at each key stage.

CCEA wishes to acknowledge the work of
Professor Carol Mc Guinness?®, seconded from
Queen’s University to CCEA to advise on the
development of thinking skills, and Dr Lynne
Bianchi, Sheffield Hallam University, who acted
as an advisor on personal capabilities. Their
Use of this Guidance work has been adapted, with permission, within

This guidance should be used in conjunction this rationale.

with:

e the implementation support package
distributed to schools in February 07; and

* the Area of Learning/subject specific
guidance, now available for teachers online at
www.nicurriculum.org.uk and also in hard

copy.

'For key stage proposals and consultations see www.ccea.org.uk
’The Order is described in Statutory Instrument 2006 No. 1915 (N. I. 11) available at www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2006/20061915.htm

3McGuinness, C., Scullion, T., Gallagher, C. & Bianchi, L. (2007). Thinking Skills and a National Curriculum: A Case Study in
Northern Ireland. Paper to be presented at the 13th International Thinking Conference, Norrkoping, Sweden, 17-21 June, 2007.

(i)
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Rationale for the Northern
Ireland Curriculum

The purpose of this rationale is to summarise the overall revisions to the Northern Ireland
Curriculum; to clarify the values-base upon which the Northern Ireland Curriculum is
founded; and to explain how each of the components combine to form a coherent and
holistic ‘big picture’.

Consultation on the Northern Ireland Curriculum established agreement that the role

of education is to help prepare learners to become successful and fulfilled individuals;
full participants in society; active contributors to the economy and custodians of the
environment for future generations. Consultation also established agreement that
education should equip pupils with the knowledge, skills, ideas, and values they need to
become lifelong learners able to use information effectively; adapt to changing workplace
and social environments; and keep abreast of technological advances.

A detailed longitudinal study of learners’ perceptions* about the Northern Ireland
Curriculum indicated that young people are motivated by learning that is related to their
lives now and in the future. They welcome authentic opportunities to explore real life
problems; to think through their own responses; to develop skills; to make meaningful
connections across subjects; and to apply and transfer knowledge and understanding
from one situation to another and particularly into the world of work®.

Surveys of employers, teachers and parents continue to stress the need for cross-
disciplinary skills and dispositions such as reading; writing; listening; speaking; basic
computation. They also stress the need for adaptability, team work skills, collaboration
and negotiation. Alongside government, they want education to deliver a skilled and
creative workforce which will contribute to economic growth and global competitiveness.

The Northern Ireland Curriculum is informed by all of these needs and perspectives.
Detailed programmes of study have been replaced by minimum requirements set within
a curriculum and skills framework that moves away from a one-size-fits-all towards
greater flexibility to customise learning within an agreed entitlement. The Northern
Ireland Curriculum focuses more on the learning needs of individuals and the relevance
of learning for life, work, society, the economy and environment. It emphasises the
development of creativity and the skills to manage information, problem-solve and make
decisions and thus to create new knowledge within the knowledge age.

“Harland, Kinder et al, Is the Curriculum Working? The Northern Ireland Curriculum Cohort Study at Key
Stage 3, NfER 2002

Key finding from The Northern Ireland Pupil Cohort Study 1996-2003, NfER



Rationale and Detail

The Education Order 2007 continues to legislate for a balanced and broadly based
curriculum in all grant aided schools ‘to promote the spiritual, emotional, moral,
cultural, intellectual and physical development of pupils at the school and thereby of
society; and prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life
by equipping them with appropriate knowledge, understanding and skills’.

The findings from the Cohort Study® highlighted that pupils and teachers were largely
unaware of the existing curriculum aim or the values that underpinned it and the rest
of the curriculum. The findings from the Council’s research into Values in Education in
Northern Ireland” confirmed that teachers would welcome more emphasis within the
curriculum on the development of values.

Through consultation it was agreed therefore that, in addition to the values implied in
the Northern Ireland Curriculum Framework, the following statement of values would
underpin each of the Curriculum Objectives.

1. We value each individual's unique capacity for spiritual, moral, emotional, physical and
intellectual growth;

2. We value equality, justice and human rights within our society and our capacity as
citizens to resolve conflict by democratic means;

3. We value the environment as the basis of life and the need to sustain it for future
generations; and

4. We value each individual's right to work and to earn a living in accordance with
personal preferences and attributes.

To assist schools in translating the overarching aims and these values into classroom
practice, the aim and former cross-curricular themes have been re-configured into

a revised Curriculum Framework comprising a clearer aim, three focused objectives,
and, within each of these, a number of key elements. These have been structured into
an overarching curriculum framework (see over) which, in turn, informs and guides the
minimum requirements for each Area of Learning/subject strand.

The purpose of this re-configuration is to ensure that important aspects of the
overarching aim, and the former educational (cross-curricular) themes, are more fully
reflected in curriculum planning. The intention is that, with this framework in place,
schools and teachers can develop a more customised curriculum that better meets the
individual needs of their pupils.

¢Harland, Kinder et al, Is the Curriculum Working? The Northern Ireland Curriculum Cohort Study at Key
Stage 3, NfER 2002

’Montgomery and Smith, Values in Education, a joint CCEA and University of Ulster publication, 1996
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Rationale and Detail

The rationale for the revised aim, (to empower young people to develop their potential
and to make informed and responsible decisions throughout their lives), is informed by
the extent to which our lives are determined by a succession of choices. By promoting
methodologies that encourage young people to develop the skills to acquire and manage
information, to solve problems and make decisions, the intention of the Northern Ireland
Curriculum is to help young people make use of the knowledge, and the associated skills,
values, and attitudes developed during the process of learning, to inform their lives.

At the same time, the three curriculum objectives, (which aim to provide learning
opportunities to help young people develop as individuals; as contributors to society;

and as contributors to the economy and environment) recognise that education has

a responsibility to prepare young people to manage their own lives, relationships and
lifestyles and also to engage positively with others in sharing and protecting the resources
of the planet for now and future generations.

The three objectives, and the key elements which amplify them, overlap and inter-
connect. It is very important that they, together with the specification of skills and
minimum requirements, are interpreted holistically, rather than as sub-sets.

The key elements within each objective encompass important aspects of the overarching
aim and the previous cross-curricular themes. They also embrace additional matters
such as citizenship, education for sustainable development, employability, and media
awareness that are accepted as key issues for modern society. The key elements are
made explicit within the minimum requirements for Areas of Learning /subject strands.
By reiterating the overarching aim and the former cross-curricular themes as key
elements in this way, greater attention is focused within and across Areas of Learning
/subject strands, on issues that are considered the bedrock of preparing young people for
life and work in the 21st century.

A pivotal idea informing the Northern Ireland Curriculum is to help young people achieve
personal fulfilment and individual well-being through living successful lives. This means
success in worthwhile activities and relationships in which they have freely engaged

and which they pursue wholeheartedly. The key elements associated with this objective
include: personal understanding; mutual understanding; personal health; moral
character; and spiritual awareness.



This key element of the curriculum is informed by the centrality of self awareness

and emotional literacy to the growth of individual self confidence and self esteem and,
ultimately, to an individual's motivation and capacity to learn, as well as their individual
health and happiness.

One of the major aims of education is therefore to contribute to the development of
emotionally literate and discerning individuals by helping young people to become
personally, emotionally and socially empowered to live healthy, safe and fulfilled lives;

to recognise their strengths; be objective about their shortcomings and to work towards
achieving their hopes and dreams with flexibility, patience and resilience. The overarching
curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

e respect themselves, understand their rights and responsibilities;
e understand and manage their emotions;

e learn how to learn and be committed to learning;

e be aware of their creative potential; and

* become self reliant.

Teachers can assist this by providing frequent opportunities, within and beyond the
curriculum, for young people to consider the challenges of life now and in the future;
weigh up situations and opportunities; make judgements about relative worth; cope with
change, uncertainty, set-backs and adversity; and become aware that learning and self
development is a lifelong process.

This key element of the curriculum is informed by the centrality of relationships to our
lives at home, at work and in wider society. If young people are to be successful in life
they will need to be able to relate to all sorts of people in all sorts of situations. The
overarching curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

* respect and co-operate with others;
e manage and resolve conflict; and
 develop and sustain safe, caring relationships.

Teachers can assist this by providing frequent opportunities, within and beyond the
curriculum, for young people to work with others in a variety of roles towards shared
goals; to communicate appropriately and effectively in various contexts; develop and
sustain worthwhile, healthy and caring relationships; to manage interpersonal conflicts
and negotiate solutions or appropriate compromises, particularly in situations where
values may conflict; to reflect on their own and others’ contributions and behaviours; to
empathise with others; to appreciate friendship and support; and to strike an appropriate
balance between their own needs and aspirations and those of others.



Rationale and Detail

This key element of the curriculum is informed by its centrality to individual well being,
the health of families and society now and in the future; and, ultimately, to the economy
and the health of the nation. This involves helping young people to understand not only
their physical health but also their social, mental and emotional needs at different ages;
what it takes to develop sound and caring relationships and to live harmonious and
fulfilled lives at home, at school, at work and at leisure. The overarching curriculum
framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

e live a healthy lifestyle and make healthy choices;
e contribute positively to their peer group; and
e learn the skills of parenting.

Teachers can assist this by providing frequent opportunities, within and beyond the
curriculum to consider choices and their consequences, including striking the right
balance between sensible enjoyment and risk; and to develop strategies to resist undue
pressure and challenges from peer groups, authority figures, the media and public
opinion.

This key element of the curriculum is informed by the central need for all young people
to understand the agreed codes of behaviour and values (both explicit and implicit) which
govern harmonious, respectful and law abiding relationships with others and which
should inform the way we live our lives. The overarching curriculum framework requires
that teachers should help pupils to:

* show fairness, integrity and respect in dealing with others;
¢ be reliable and committed to tasks; and
* take responsibility for choices and actions.

Teachers can assist the development of moral character by providing frequent
opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum, for young people to consider moral
dilemmas that confront people every day in ordinary life (especially those in which there
is ambiguity or conflict) which require us to act within a code of moral values; and to
weigh up potential actions and their consequences in order to make judgements which
are grounded in values and to understand the impact and responsibilities that arise from
these.

This key element of the curriculum is informed by our human need for some sense of
meaning, purpose and appreciation in our lives, especially in circumstances of adversity,
bliss, challenge and fear. The overarching curriculum framework requires that teachers
should help pupils to:

e develop an inner appreciation of life purpose; and
e develop the personal strengths and resources to cope with adversity.

Teachers can assist the development of spiritual awareness by providing frequent
opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum, for young people to reflect on aspects
of their personal experience and its meaning to them beyond the material dimension,
for example, the uniqueness of creation and of themselves as individuals; the aesthetic
beauty of their surroundings; the diversity and creativity of humankind; the natural
wonder of the earth and space; the experience of love; and their own inner strength in
times of need. In particular young people need opportunities to reflect on current and
future challenges, such as loss and bereavement and other forms of stress in order to
develop strategies to survive and find resilience and meaning in the face of adversity.



What makes for one’s own individual fulfilment is closely intertwined with other people’s
lives. We want young people to be concerned for the well-being of others as well as
themselves, in their own society and beyond it. With this in mind, the key elements
associated with developing young people as positive contributors to society include
citizenship, cultural understanding, media awareness and ethical awareness.

This key element of the curriculum, is informed by the importance of young people
understanding how our lives are governed and how they can participate to improve
the quality of their own lives and that of others through democratic processes. The
overarching curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

e respect the equal rights of others;

e recognise the interdependence of people, communities and the environment;
¢ be willing to negotiate and compromise;

¢ use democratic means to influence change; and

e contribute to the welfare of school, the community and the environment.

Teachers can assist the development of young people’s concept of citizenship by providing
frequent opportunities, within and across the curriculum, for young people to think about
and experience what it means to act democratically, for example, to make democratic
choices in class; to play a helpful part in the life of the school; to act considerately and
democratically within their family; and to participate in democratic activities, such as
charitable, youth and other supportive endeavours in their neighbourhood, community
and wider world. They should have opportunities to consider issues of diversity and
inclusion, equality and justice, human rights and social responsibility; to make reasoned
value judgements about desirable action in particular situations, especially where
democracy is under challenge or where values are in conflict and compromise may be
required.

This key element of the curriculum is informed by its centrality to how we relate to
and appreciate the diversity of human existence, achievement and expression. The
overarching curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

e recognise the richness and diversity of cultural influences in contemporary society; and
* engage with human cultural achievement in a range of forms and contexts.

Teachers can assist the development of young people’s understanding and appreciation of
culture by providing frequent opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum for young
people to experience cultural diversity in beliefs, customs, dance, drama, food, language,
literature, moving image and music etc; to appreciate how cultures have blended and
interwoven to influence society, the economy and environment now and in the past; and

to welcome cultural diversity within our own and other societies for the contribution it
brings.



Rationale and Detail

This key element of the curriculum is informed by the centrality and influence of all forms
of media in modern society. Cable, digital, micro-chip and satellite technology and the
exponential growth of the internet have expanded our access to and use of all types of
media. The overarching curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils
to:

* become critically aware of the range of print, sound, moving image and graphic media;
and

e assess the role and influence of media within society.

Teachers can assist the development of young people’s media and internet literacy by
providing frequent opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum for young people

to use technology effectively; to check the source and veracity of information and the
potential motivation of those constructing it; and to develop the skills to critically assess
the social roles and influence of the media in a modern democracy and a global society.

This key element of the curriculum (which is an extension of moral character, in a context
related to the impact of social change] is informed by the need for young people, as
individuals, citizens and potential future parents, to understand and respond appropriately
to an increasing range of ethical issues arising from scientific, technological and social
change. The overarching curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils
to:

* be aware of some of the dilemmas arising from scientific, technological and
environmental change; and

e assess the human and environmental impact of ethical choices and take action as
appropriate.

Teachers can assist the development of young people’s ethical awareness by providing
frequent opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum, to examine different points of
view about ethical issues; to weight evidence objectively; to consider choices for action
and their consequences; and to make informed judgements that acknowledge the depth
and scale of current and future risk, imprecision, uncertainty and unknowns in our
current state of knowledge or development.



Young people are likely to spend a proportion of their school years in part-time
employment and the majority of their adult lives at work, which will impact on the
economic choices they make and how they, in turn, impact individually and collectively on
the environment. With this in mind, the key elements associated with developing young
people as positive contributors to the economy and environment include employability,
economic awareness and education for sustainable development.

This key element of the curriculum is informed by the need for all teachers to be aware of
the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that will help young people become effective
employees and/or employers or entrepreneurs. It is also informed by the need for
teachers to make young people aware of opportunities for careers arising from specific
disciplines or how to apply aspects of their discipline in the world of work.

This cross-curricular contribution to equipping young people for employability, however,
does not replace the need for detailed careers learning and mentoring aimed at helping
young people unlock the doors to future learning and employment. The overarching
curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

* be aware of the impact of technology and global markets on work patterns and
prospects;

e be proactive, enterprising, adaptable and open to new ideas;

e enhance career options through life-long learning; and

e be aware of the rights of workers and employers.

Teachers can assist preparation for employability and careers learning by providing
frequent opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum, to help young people to be
creative; to take risks for learning; to identify and develop their individual talents and
interests; to pursue the kinds of jobs and careers that may be open to them, including
entrepreneurial opportunities for self employment; and to develop the attitudes,
knowledge, skills and qualities required in a changing economy, such as enterprise,
flexibility, independence, cooperativeness and a willingness to take calculated risks for
success. Young people also need opportunities to become aware of the expectations

of employers, the rights of workers and the economic interdependence of individuals,
organisations and communities locally, nationally and globally; and to consider the impact
of science, technology and global markets on work patterns and prospects.
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Rationale and Detail

This key element of the curriculum is informed by the extent to which economic
choices can affect the quality and experiences of young people’s lives and can impact
on the economy and environment both locally and globally. The overarching curriculum
framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

* understand the economic interdependence of individuals, organisations and
communities locally and globally;

e critically examine how wealth is created and distributed;

e make balanced and informed economic judgements;

e be discerning and effective consumers; and

e plan and manage personal finances effectively.

Teachers can assist the development of young people’s economic awareness by providing
frequent opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum, to help young people become
discriminating about economic choices; to know how to locate, analyse and categorise
relevant information; to be able to critically examine the choices available and make
informed and responsible decisions against informed criteria, including that of managing
their own finances effectively. Young people also need opportunities to understand how
wealth is created and distributed, nationally and world-wide; and to appreciate the

local and international implications of their individual lifestyle choices for economic
development locally and globally.

This key element of the curriculum is of central importance to informing the way we
live now and how we sustain the resources of the planet for future generations. The
overarching curriculum framework requires that teachers should help pupils to:

e understand the interdependence of society, the economy and environment;

 develop respect for the needs of present and future generations;

e demonstrate how action can help improve the quality of life for people, locally and
globally; and

e exercise environmental responsibility through conservation of resources, waste
management and promotion of local and global biodiversity.

Teachers can contribute to education for sustainable development by providing
frequent opportunities, within and beyond the curriculum, to help young people develop
dispositions and values such as curiosity, concern, respect, tolerance and personal
responsibility in relation to a range of environmental and global issues. Young people
should be encouraged to think about the impact of change and development on the
environment, on society and on the economy. They could consider questions such as;

is the balance right? For all? For now? For the future? What can be done to get a better
balance? How can we play our part?



At the heart of the curriculum lies an explicit emphasis on the development of skills and
capabilities for life-long learning and for contributing effectively to society. These whole
curriculum skills and capabilities consist of the Cross-Curricular Skills and Thinking
Skills and Personal Capabilities.

The skills and capabilities promoted within the Northern Ireland Curriculum are not new
- rather they were already embedded within subject disciplines. However, the challenges
for coherence and continuity of learning were threefold. Firstly, the emphasis upon the
development of skills was insufficiently explicit. Secondly, the language used to describe
similar skills differed from one discipline to another with the result that both teachers
and pupils had no common language with which to describe them. Thirdly, there was no
framework to describe what progression might look like.

The Whole Curriculum Skills and Capabilities have now been described explicitly within
two clusters, (the cross-curricular and the thinking skills/personal capabilities). The
reason for the separate clusters is for purposes of categorisation and assessment. This,
however, does not imply that they should be taught separately from curriculum contexts
or from each other. Rather, they are embedded and infused throughout the Northern
Ireland Curriculum at each key stage and pupils should have opportunities to acquire,
develop and demonstrate these skills in all areas of the curriculum in ways which are
appropriate to the methodology of individual subjects. At times, however, teachers may
wish to focus on developing particular skills explicitly.

The Cross-Curricular Skills of Communication, Using Mathematics, and Using
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) are the bedrock skills through which
young people access knowledge. The revised terminology signifies a number of shifts in
emphasis, for example, away from perceiving these as ‘subjects’ taught discretely (within
English, Mathematics and ICT) towards skills that are developed across the curriculum
and are therefore the responsibility of all teachers. Specific knowledge and techniques
may be taught discetely in English and Maths classes, but an enhanced emphasis

is placed on transferring, applying and ‘using’ skills effectively, in other curriculum
contexts. This implies not only shared responsibility for their development but also an
explicit partnership between teachers in ensuring their consolidation and progression.

"
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Rationale and Detail

At the heart of the Northern Ireland Curriculum lies an explicit emphasis on the
development of skills and capabilities for life-long learning and for operating effectively in
society.

Thinking skills are tools that help children go beyond the acquisition of knowledge

in order to deepen their understanding and apply ideas, generate new possibilities,

make decisions, as well as to plan, monitor and evaluate their progress. Personal and
interpersonal skills and capabilities underpin success in all aspects of life. It is important
therefore that children’s self esteem and self confidence are explicitly fostered along
with their ability to manage their own emotions, to interact effectively with others and
eventually to regulate and enhance their own learning.

Through opportunities to engage in active learning contexts across all areas of the
curriculum, the intention is to develop children’s personal and interpersonal learning
skills, capabilities and dispositions, and their ability to think both creatively and critically.

As well as the long term benefits, developing skills and capabilities are important for
learning in the short term and for the following reasons. They are more likely to engage
pupils in active rather than passive learning; they draw attention to the processes of
learning and not just the products; and they provide a new range of criteria against which
pupils can evaluate their progress in learning. Essentially, they enable pupils to learn how
to learn.

Figure 1 shows the five broad strands that are identified in the Northern Ireland
Framework. They are Managing Information, Thinking, Problem-Solving and Decision-
Making, Being Creative, Working with Others, and Self-Management.



Thinking. Prablem-Solvng.
Decision-Making

Managing Information Being Croative

Thinking Skills and
Personal Capabilities

Working with Dthers

Seli-Management

A distinctive feature of the framework is that it integrates a range of different types of
thinking skills and learning dispositions with collaborative learning (working with others)
and independent learning (self-management).

The framework does not stand-alone nor is it isolated from the traditional areas of

the curriculum. Rather, it is intended that the skills and capabilities highlighted in the
framework are developed and assessed in and through the Areas of Learning. This will
give opportunities for their development to be reinforced and make it easier for teachers
and pupils to make connections and see relationships.

Developing thinking skills and personal capabilities requires a different approach to
teaching compared to more traditional methods. To develop these kinds of skills, learners
need to be thoroughly engaged with their own learning and given opportunities to
practice their skills, reflect on their achievements and to recognise their strengths and
weaknesses. Opportunities for collaboration and dialogue about learning are likely to be
seen more frequently in ‘thinking’ classrooms. To become more creative, children need to
be encouraged to take risks for learning and to see mistakes as opportunities for learning
rather than failure. This shift to a more active approach to learning will enable children to
become autonomous and to work more independently.

Similarly, as well as Communication, Using Maths and Using ICT, each Area of
Learning/subject strand also require the demonstration of Thinking Skills and Personal
Capabilities, including Information Management, Problem-Solving and Decision-Making,
Creativity, Self-Management and Working with Others.

13
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Rationale and Detail

All teachers have a statutory responsibility to provide opportunities for the acquisition and
development of Whole Curriculum Skills, (the Cross-Curricular Skills and the Thinking
Skills and Personal Capabilities). While the definitions of the two sets of skills are set

out separately, teachers will help pupils to develop many of these concurrently. All pupils
should be given opportunities to develop and demonstrate their skills and capabilities

in a range of ways, for example, individually or in groups, through written, practical, and
ICT-based work, problem-solving activities and discussion. Individual progress may be
assessed with reference to the levels of progression using a variety of ways including
observation of pupils, interaction with pupils, listening to pupils’ explanations, looking at
written or other evidence, and peer and self assessment.

Subjects are organised within Areas of Learning in the Northern Ireland Curriculum in
order to strike a balance between acknowledging teachers’ subject expertise and the
need for coherence and linkages across the curriculum as a whole. The curriculum
framework of shared aim, objectives, key elements and whole curriculum skills provides
a common structure and collaborative elements to help promote connected learning
within and between different Areas of Learning.

In addition to cross-curricular provision specified through the minimum requirement for
each Area of Learning /subject strand, it was felt that specific provision was required for
the aspects of Personal Development, Home Economics, Citizenship and Employability
that may not be catered for adequately within existing subjects or through cross-
curricular learning.

One of the major concerns expressed by employers, for example, is that the curriculum
focuses on cognitive learning without the need to apply it to real-life contexts. The Cohort
Study reveals that young people have difficulty in seeing relevance in much of what they
are required to learn in school, except in the sense of acquiring qualifications which will
allow them to progress to higher education or employment. Research into motivation and
engagement suggests that effective learning takes place when the learner is motivated by
relevance and by sustained emotional engagement with the subject matter. The inference
drawn from these findings is that the relevance and application of subject learning to
modern day life and future employment needs to be highlighted more strongly. Employers
contend® that too often the curriculum is divided from ‘work-related’ learning.

Employers stress the need to recognise that learning for life is a continuous process, and
that developing employability is not a marginal or separate activity. It is central to the role
of the curriculum, just as work is central to most people’s lives. While there is an obvious
desire for competence in literacy and numeracy, modern conceptions of preparedness for
work stress qualities such as interpersonal competence and confidence, thinking skills,
responsibility, creativity and the ability to work in a team.

8See CBI Brief, Greater Expectations: Priorities for the future curriculum



Much of the literature from business also stresses that personal development is as
important in preparing young people for life and for work as other traditionally valued
aspects of the curriculum. Teachers’ responses to the Council’s research into Values

in Education in Northern Ireland’ and to the monitoring programme at all Key Stages,
indicated that there is insufficient emphasis within the curriculum on the development of
personal, social and emotional education. The Mindpower 21 Conference highlighted the
need to bolster the self esteem of pupils at puberty and to focus on issues of concern to
them at this turbulent time in their physical and emotional development.

Also neglected in current curriculum specifications is the issue of educating young people
for citizenship, democracy and constructive social, civic and political participation. This

is particularly important in Northern Ireland, which has experienced a lengthy period of
democratic deficit between 1971 and 2007. The most dramatic and significant change
within society in Northern Ireland recently has been the move away from violence towards
a culture that supports democratic politics. Education has a responsibility to support

this. There has already been a commitment to the improvement of community relations
through Education for Mutual Understanding (EMU] which, along with Cultural Heritage,
has promoted inter-cultural understanding and contact. Local research' indicates,
however, that more controversial political and social issues tend to be avoided in schools
and that there is a specific need to strengthen young people’s social, civic and political
awareness. Within this agenda there is also a need to educate young people about
sustainable development that will preserve the quality of life of future generations.

The scope and pace of social change and the pervasiveness of media influence means
that young people are challenged, sometimes at a very young age, by choices, pressures
and distractions which pose personal, social and moral dilemmas. Young people
themselves have articulated, through the Cohort Study research, a strong desire that
pressures, for example, in relation to health, drugs and sexual activity, are discussed in
schools. This view is also endorsed by Health Boards and the Health Promotion Agency.
In this respect, the inclusion of Home Economics within Learning for Life and Work,
endorses the contribution it makes to preparing young people for independent living.

In Home Economics, pupils acquire knowledge, understanding and practical skills in
relation to, for example, diet and food choice; family relationships and parenting; financial
and consumer awareness, all of which are important educational, social and economic
imperatives.

The structure of the Northern Ireland Curriculum allows schools the flexibility to cater
for these needs through cross-curricular, thematic, and/or specifically time-tabled
provision and extra curricular activities. However schools may chose to cater for the
requirements of Learning for Life and Work, they are, nevertheless, obliged to ensure that
the minimum requirements for each aspect are specifically met.

’Montgomery and Smith, Values in Education, CCEA/UU 1996

1%Smith, A. and Robinson, A., The Initial Statutory Years, University of Ulster, Coleraine, 1996
15
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Rationale and Detail

In addition to the areas outlined within Learning for Life and Work it was felt that other
issues of enhanced significance to 21st century learning, in particular media education
and financial capability, could best be catered for by ensuring that they were ‘owned’ by

a specific discipline, even if provision for them also required cross-curricular support.
Accordingly, The Arts and/or English will have some responsibility to ensure provision

for Drama, Mathematics for financial capability and English for media education. These
subjects take lead responsibility for these elements while, at the same time, encouraging
provision across the curriculum.

Finally, ‘the big picture’ of the Northern Ireland Curriculum encourages teachers to use
active learning methods, informed by Assessment for Learning strategies, to help pupils
develop for themselves a range of positive attitudes and dispositions that will define them
as positive individuals, willing to contribute constructively to society and the economy
while protecting the environment.






Section Z
Statutory Requirements

for Key Stage 3

2.0
Introduction

The minimum statutory requirements for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 will come into
effect as follows:

e Year 8, from September 2007;
e Year 9, from September 2008; and
e Year 10, from September 2009.

Due to the discontinuation of statutory end of Key Stage 3 assessments, schools
may choose to take immediate advantage of curriculum flexibility for all year groups
throughout Key Stage 3 from 2007 onwards.

The minimum statutory requirements for all Areas of Learning/subject strands are
included in section 3 of this document. Statutory requirements are shown in bold text.
Non-statutory examples are shown in italics.

Both the statutory requirements and the non-statutory examples should be set in context
and interpreted using the detailed rationale provided in section 1.

Extended guidance for Areas of Learning/subject strands is available for teachers on line
at www.nicurriculum.org.uk and also in hard copy for heads of departments/Areas of
Learning.
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Key Stage 3 Rationale and Detail

2.1

Areas of Learning and Subject Strands

The minimum statutory requirements for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 are set out in nine
Areas of Learning, some with subject strands. The curriculum for all pupils must include
provision for the Areas of Learning and their contributory subject strands as set out in the

table below.

Areas of Learning

Contributory Subject Strands

Language and Literacy

Mathematics and Numeracy

Modern Languages

The Arts

Environment and Society

Science and Technology

Learning for Life and Work

Physical Education

Religious Education

English
Irish (in Irish speaking schools only)
Media Education

Mathematics
Financial Capability

Any official language of the European Union
(other than English and in Irish speaking
schools, Irish).

Art and Design
Music
Drama

History
Geography

Science
Technology and Design

Employability

Local and Global Citizenship
Personal Development
Home Economics

Physical Education

Religious Education

2The core statutory requirements for RE have been developed by the four main churches, consulted upon and
accepted by the Department of Education. Guidance for interpreting the requirements has been produced by

an advisory group and is included in Section 3.




2.2
Statutory Minimum Requirements

The minimum statutory requirements within the Areas of Learning and subject strands
cover the three years from Years 8 to 10 and therefore represent a key stage provision.
Teachers have considerable scope, within the parameters of differentiation and flexibility
outlined in the access statement set out at paragraph 2.5 below, to select from within the
Areas of Learning those aspects they consider appropriate to the ability and interests of
their pupils. Schools should provide access to the requirements at a level appropriate to
the pupil’s ability. This access will ensure a minimum entitlement for each pupil.

The minimum requirements for each of the Areas of Learning/subject strands are set
out in Section 3. These are also available at www.nicurriculum.org.uk within the Areas
of Learning/subject specific guidance, which also contains examples of interpreting and
planning for the minimum content.

Guidance materials to support Religious Education within the Northern Ireland
Curriculum have been developed by an advisory group of key stakeholders. The materials
are available at www.nicurriculum.org.uk and in hard copy.

Further information on addressing the minimum requirements at whole school and
departmental level is included within the Key Stage 3 support booklet and Power Point
presentation ‘Planning for Implementation’, also available on line at
www.nicurriculum.org.uk

2.3
Structuring Learning within the Key Stage 3 Curriculum:
Breadth, Balance and Flexibility

In order to make the curriculum more coherent and relevant for young people, the
requirements for each Area of Learning/subject strand have been set out under a
common framework to facilitate more collaborative learning and to ensure that, even if
learning is structured within discrete areas, the common objectives and key elements
provide a mechanism for relating their learning to life and to work.

Schools may choose to organize learning in ways that both reflect their unique school
ethos and that meet the needs and interests of their pupils. This may take the form of
inter-disciplinary provision, connections across and within Areas of Learning as well as,
or in place of, discrete subject provision. If learning is organized within discrete strands,
schools should make some form of provision for connections to be made within and
across Areas of Learning in order to ensure some form of coherence in the development
of knowledge, understanding and skills.
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2.4
Ensuring Progression

The Key Stage 3 curriculum is structured to facilitate progression from Key Stage 2 and
to Key Stage 4. The aim, curriculum objectives, key elements and skills are common to
all Key Stages, as is the emphasis on relevance and application to Learning for Life and
Work.

At primary level the curriculum focuses on child-centred learning, building knowledge
progressively outwards from myself, my family, my home, my school to my neighbourhood
and the wider world. At Key Stage 3 the curriculum takes on a more enquiry-based,
problem-centred, decision-making focus. It is intended that the knowledge and
understanding and the range of skills acquired at primary school will be developed in
greater depth to help pupils identify and investigate issues and problems from the media
and the world around them.

Depending on the ability and maturity of the young people, the content and approach can
be extended by, for example:

e exploring issues in greater depth;

e increasing the complexity of tasks;

* enabling young people to demonstrate increasing competence in practical skills;

* encouraging increased research, information management and independent learning;
e presenting outcomes to a wider range of audiences and in real situations;

e encouraging increased critical analysis of information sources;

e promoting well-reasoned justifications for choices; and

* encouraging reflective and insightful evaluations of both process and product.

Some repetition in themes and content may be inevitable in this more flexible curriculum.
To minimise the danger of boredom arising from potential repetition, post-primary
teachers are encouraged to:

e liaise with feeder primary schools to ascertain the focus of children’s work, particularly
in Years 6 and 7;

* encourage pupils to share what they already know about a topic, as an informed starting
point for learning;

e discuss and negotiate with pupils the particular focus of learning to ensure there is a
different ‘angle’ to the investigation and sufficient interest and challenge;

e encourage pupils to research their topic in greater depth than before and to presentitin
different ways; and

e help pupils understand that learning is not always ‘new’ but is often a deepening and
reinforcement of existing knowledge and skills.



2.5
Access Statement to Ensure Equality of Opportunity for All

All teachers should have high expectations for all young people and should provide
suitably challenging opportunities for each young person to take part fully and effectively
in lessons, to experience success in learning and to achieve as high a standard as
possible. The access statement below suggests how learning opportunities within

the requirements of the Northern Ireland Curriculum can be adapted or modified as
necessary to provide all young people with relevant and challenging work appropriate to
their needs. In most cases the action necessary to respond to an individual's requirements
for curriculum access will be met by differentiating tasks and materials appropriately to
the age and requirements of the student. In catering for individual needs, teachers should
work closely with representatives of other agencies who may be supporting the child.

Curriculum and assessment planning and approaches to teaching and learning for all
pupils, and especially for pupils identified as having special educational needs, (for
example, young people whose attainments fall significantly below what is expected at a
particular key stage or gifted and talented students whose attainment significantly exceeds
what is expected at a particular key stage) should, as far as possible, take account of :

* pupils’ different experiences, interests and strengths;

* pupils’ varied cultural, ethnic, linguistic and social background, (including the travelling
community) and gender; and

e the nature, extent and duration of any special need and/or disabilities which may
influence the way in which they learn.

In catering for individual needs, teachers should endeavour to:

* identify those aspects of learning that present specific challenges and adapt these as
necessary, taking account of any gaps in learning arising from missed or interrupted
schooling;

» present materials and activities that are appropriate to the age and maturity of the
student and where necessary, provide additional materials and resources, including
adaptive technologies and access devices to assist learning; and

» where necessary, modify tasks, (or the environment in which the tasks are presented)
or provide suitable alternative activities, ensuring appropriate time to allow children to
complete tasks satisfactorily.
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2.6
Developing Whole Curriculum Skills and Capabilities

At the heart of the curriculum lies an explicit emphasis on the development of skills
and capabilities for life-long learning and for operating effectively in society. Through
opportunities to engage in active learning contexts across all areas of the curriculum,
children should progressively develop skills in:

CROSS-CURRICULAR SKILLS

e Communication
¢ Using Mathematics
¢ Using Information and Communications Technology

THINKING SKILLS AND PERSONAL CAPABILITIES

¢ Managing Information

¢ Thinking, Problem-Solving and Decision-Making
¢ Being Creative

e Working with Others

e Self-Management

2.6_1
Assessing and Reporting the Cross-Curricular Skills:

Schools will be required to assess and report annually on each pupil’s progression in the
cross-curricular skills of: Communication, Using Mathematics, and Using Information
and Communications Technology. In Key Stages 1 to 3 this will be with reference to
Levels of Progression.

Statutory requirements for assessment and reporting with reference to levels of
progression will come into effect from June 2010. Further guidance outlining the statutory
requirements for assessing and reporting at Key Stage 3 will be provided well in advance
of such requirements coming into place.



Communication is central to the whole curriculum. Children should be able to
communicate in order to express themselves socially, emotionally and physically, to
develop as individuals, engage with others and contribute as members of society.

Children should be given opportunities to engage with and demonstrate the skill of
communication and to transfer their knowledge about communication concepts and skills
to real-life meaningful contexts across the curriculum.

The modes of communication include talking and listening, reading and writing. However,
effective communication also includes non-verbal modes of communication, wider
literacy and the use of multimedia and ICT technologies which may combine different
modes. Children are therefore encouraged to become effective communicators by using
a range of techniques, forms and media to convey information and ideas creatively and
appropriately.

The requirements for Communication are set out below in bold.

Across the curriculum, at a level appropriate to their ability, pupils should be enabled to
develop skills in:

TALKING AND LISTENING

Pupils should be enabled to:

e listen to and take part in discussions, explanations, role-plays and presentations;

e contribute comments, ask questions and respond to others’ points of view;

e communicate information, ideas, opinions, feelings and imaginings, using an
expanding vocabulary;

¢ speak clearly and structure talk so that ideas can be understood by others;

e adapt ways of speaking to audience and situation; and

¢ use non-verbal methods to express ideas and engage with the listener.

READING

Pupils should be enabled to:

¢ read a range of texts* for information, ideas and enjoyment;

¢ use a range of strategies to read with increasing independence;
e find, select and use information from a range of sources;

¢ understand and explore ideas, events and features in texts*; and
¢ use evidence from texts* to explain opinions.

*Texts refer to ideas that are organised to communicate and present a message in
written, spoken, visual and symbolic forms.

WRITING

Pupils should be enabled to:

e talk about, plan and edit work;

e communicate information, meaning, feelings, imaginings and ideas in a clear and
organised way;

e develop, express and present ideas in a variety of forms and formats, using
traditional and digital resources, for different audiences and purposes; and

e write with increasing accuracy and proficiency.
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2.8
Using Mathematics Across the Curriculum

‘Using Mathematics' is the skill of applying mathematical concepts, processes and
understanding appropriately in a variety of contexts. Ideally these should be in relevant
real-life situations that require a mathematical dimension.

Children are likely to acquire and consolidate their mathematical knowledge, concepts
and skills within the Area of Learning for Mathematics and Numeracy. However, they
should be given opportunities to transfer their understanding, as appropriate, to other
contexts across the curriculum. Children can demonstrate their mathematical knowledge,
understanding and skills in a variety of ways to communicate, manage information, think
critically, solve problems and make decisions.

2.8_1
Requirements in Relation to Using Mathematics
The requirements for Using Mathematics are set out below in bold.

Across the curriculum, at a level appropriate to their ability, pupils should be enabled to:

¢ choose the appropriate materials, equipment and mathematics to use in a particular
situation;

e use mathematical knowledge and concepts accurately;

e work systematically and check their work;

e use mathematics to solve problems and make decisions;

e develop methods and strategies, including mental mathematics;

¢ explore ideas, make and test predictions and think creatively;

e identify and collect information;

e read, interpret, organise and present information in mathematical formats;

¢ use mathematical understanding and language to ask and answer questions, talk
about and discuss ideas and explain way of working;

 develop financial capability; and

e use ICT to solve problems and/or present their work.



Using Information and Communications Technology (ICT) provides powerful tools and
contexts to support meaningful learning. It has the potential to transform and enrich
pupils’ learning experiences and environments across the curriculum. The creative use
of ICT can empower learners to become independent, self-motivated and flexible, helping
in turn to develop self esteem and positive attitudes to learning, with which to realise
their full potential. It also provides opportunities to collaborate within and beyond the
classroom to pose questions, take risks and respond positively to ‘what if’ questions.

To help develop skills in researching, handling and communicating information children
should have opportunities, using ICT, to engage in genuine research and purposeful
tasks set in meaningful contexts. They should be encouraged to re-work information,
present and exchange their ideas and translate their thinking into creative products and
productions which show an awareness of audience and purpose.

The requirements for Using ICT are set out below in bold.

Across the curriculum, at a level appropriate to their ability, pupils should be enabled to
develop skills to:

EXPLORE

Pupils should be enabled to:

¢ access and manage data and information;

¢ research, select, process and interpret information;

e investigate, make predictions and solve problems through interaction with electronic
tools; and

¢ understand how to keep safe and display acceptable online behaviour.

EXPRESS

Pupils should be enabled to:

e create, develop, present and publish ideas and information using a range of digital
media; and
e manipulate information and multimedia products using a range of assets.

EXCHANGE

Pupils should be enabled to:
e communicate using a range of contemporary methods and tools; and
¢ share, collaborate, exchange and develop ideas digitally.

EVALUATE

Pupils should be enabled to:

e talk about, review and make improvements to work, reflecting on the process and
outcome; and
¢ consider the sources and resources used.

EXHIBIT

Pupils should be enabled to:

e manage and present their stored work; and
e showcase their learning across the curriculum. 27
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2.10
Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities

Thinking skills are tools that help children to go beyond the acquisition of knowledge in
order to search for meaning, apply ideas, analyse patterns and relationships, create and
design something new and monitor and evaluate their progress.

Personal and interpersonal skills and capabilities underpin success in all aspects of life.
It is important, therefore, that children’s self esteem and self confidence are explicitly
fostered along with the ability to understand and manage their own emotions and to
interact effectively with others.

Teachers should help children to develop thinking skills and personal capabilities by
focusing on the following areas.

* Managing Information

e Thinking, Problem-Solving and Decision-Making
¢ Being Creative

e Working with Others

e Self-Management

Managing Information involves: Asking, Accessing, Selecting,
Recording, Integrating, Communicating, for example;

e Ask focused questions

e Plan and set goals, break task into sub-tasks

e Use own and other’s ideas to locate sources of information

e Select, classify, compare and evaluate information

¢ Select most appropriate method for a task

* Use a range of methods for collating, recording and representing information
e Communicate with a sense of audience and purpose

Thinking, Problem-Solving and Decision-Making involves:
Searching for Meaning, Deepening Understanding, Coping with
Challenges, for example;

» Sequence, order, classify, make comparisons

* Make predictions, examine evidence, distinguish fact from opinion

* Make links between cause and effect

e Justify methods, opinions and conclusions

* Generate possible solutions, try out alternative approaches, evaluate outcomes
e Examine options, weigh up pros and cons

* Use different types of questions

e Make connections between learning in different contexts



Being Creative involves: Imagining, Generating, Inventing,
Taking Risks for Learning, for example;

* Seek out questions to explore and problems to solve

e Experiment with ideas and questions

» Make new connections between ideas/information

e Learn from and value other people’s ideas

* Make ideas real by experimenting with different designs, actions, outcomes
e Challenge the routine method

e Value the unexpected or surprising

e See opportunities in mistakes and failures

e Take risks for learning

Working with Others involves: Being Collaborative,
Being Sensitive To Others’” Feelings, Being Fair and Responsible,
for example;

e Listen actively and share opinions

* Develop routines of turn-taking, sharing and cooperating

* Give and respond to feedback

e Understand how actions and words affect others

¢ Adapt behaviour and language to suit different people and situations

» Take personal responsibility for work with others and evaluate own contribution to the
group

* Be fair

» Respect the views and opinions of others, reaching agreements using negotiation and
compromise
» Suggest ways of improving their approach to working collaboratively

Self-Management involves: Evaluating Strengths and
Weaknesses, Setting Goals and Targets, Managing and
Regulating Self, for example;

* Be aware of personal strengths, limitations and interests

» Set personal targets and review them

e Manage behaviour in a range of situations

e Organise and plan how to go about a task

e Focus, sustain attention and persist with tasks

* Review learning and some aspect that might be improved

e Learn ways to manage own time

e Seek advice when necessary

e Compare own approach with others and in different contexts
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Modern Languages: Modern Languages
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Key Stage 3 Rationale and Detail

APPENDIX: Details of Legislation

The Education (Northern Ireland) Order was passed on July 19th 2006. It makes provision
for the implementation of the Northern Ireland curriculum across the five key stages of

compulsory education which are:

SCHOOL YEARS KEY STAGE
1&2 Foundation
3&4 1

5,6&7 2

8,9&10 3

1M1 &12 4

The Order is described in Statutory Instrument 2006 No. 1915 N. I. 11) available at

www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2006/20061915.htm

The Education (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 has three parts:

Part 1: Introductory section containing title, commencement and interpretation
Part 2: The Curriculum containing statutory requirements relating to curriculum
Part 3: Miscellaneous and Supplementary including schedules for Areas of Learning and

the contributory elements.

The detail of the 3 parts is set out in the following separate regulations:

2007 No. 43 The Education (Pupil Records and Reporting) transitional) regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2007 coming into operation 1st March 2007

2007 No. 44 The Education (Other Skills) Order (Northern Ireland) 2007 coming into

operation 1st August 2007

2007 No. 45 The Education (Assessment Arrangements) (Foundation to Key Stage 3)
order (Northern Ireland) 2007 coming into operation 1st August 2007

2007 No. 46 The Education (Curriculum Minimum Content) Order (Northern Ireland)

2007 coming into operation 1st August 2007
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